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Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of e.spire Communications, Inc. (“e.spire”), please take notice that on
Thursday, June 18, 1998, Jack Reich of e.spire, Riley Murphy of e.spire, and Brad
Mutschelknaus of Kelly Drye & Warren LLP, met with Chairman Kennard, Commissioner
Furchtgott-Roth, Tom Power, Paul Misener and Kyle Dixon, to discuss e.spire’s support for the
above-captioned Petition of the Association for Local Telecommunications Services.

The discussion covered various items on the attached chart which was distributed at the
meeting. Specifically, the conversation focused on the following points:

(1) e.spire’s difficulties in securing Section 251(c) interconnection with the
RBOC:s for frame relay services;

(2)  e.spire’s difficulties in securing adequate collocation with some RBOCs
and the need for the Commission to tighten its collocation rules;

(3)  the need for the Commission to clarify and further define ILEC
unbundling obligations with respect to xDSL loops, loop electronics and
0OSS;

4) pricing alternatives for loops with electronics and for making loops ready
for electronics;

(5) unbundling and interconnection options in a DLC environment; and

(6)  the proposal that ILECs be permitted to establish lightly regulated data
affiliates.

The attached presentation materials were provided to each attendee of these meetings.

DCO01/MUTSB/56498.1
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Because e.spire’s ex parte presentation may effect the merits and outcome of each of the
above-referenced dockets, pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(1) of the Commission’s rules, e.spire

submits an original and two (2) copies of this ex parte notification for inclusion in the record of
each of those proceedings.

Respectfully submitted,

Brad E. Mutschelknaus

cc: Chairman Kennard (w/o enclosure)
Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth (w/o enclosure)
Tom Power (w/o enclosure)
Paul Misener (w/o enclosure)
Kyle Dixon (w/o enclosure

DC01/MUTSB/56498.1



Ex Parte Presentation

Association for Local Telecommunications Services
Petition for Declaratory Ruling Regarding Section 706
CC Docket No. 98-78

Jack Reich
Chief Excecutive Officer and President

Riley Murphy
Executive Vice President and General Counsel

Brad Mutschelknaus
Kelley Dryve & Warren LLP
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e.spire ATM

The e.spire ATM service is e.spire’s premium level of service, available from over 40+ POPs nationwide.
With this service, e.spire provides an ideal solution to users with high-bandwidth, delsy-sensitive data
communications applications.

With e.spire ATM, the performance needs of complex, media-rich applications such as CAD/CAM, remote
super-computing, medical imaging, video conferencing, and voice calls are easily met. Qur"gervice is also
ideal for higher-volume users of ‘bursty’ applications such as PC-to-server and file transfer. Apd, with e.spire
ATM, we guarantee your transmission rate, so users are not left waiting during peak net\igvork‘activity.

Service Levels

e.spire ATM service levels let you subscribe to exactly the guaranteed level of service that you need to meet
specific performance needs. And, with e.spire ATM, your service levels are incrementally scalable to
accommodate the changing demands of your network throughput requirements.

We've engineered our service levels in terms of Port Speed, to accommodate peak loads, and Sustained Cell
Rate (SCR), to address normal activity. In the chart below, Port Speed identifies the speed of your connection
to the ACSI network, and the maximum speed at which the traffic may be “burst” through the e.spire data
network. e.spire is the guaranteed transmission rate — the speed at which you are able to transmit data, at
any given moment. As a subscriber, transmission at the SCR is always ensured, and depending upon
network capacity at the time of transmission, your data may be transmitted at a higher speed, up to the level
of the port speed associated with your guaranteed SCR, without any additional charges.

The e.spire ATM service is offered at incremental Variable-Bit-Rate (VBR) and Constant-Bit-Rate (CBR) port
speeds and Sustained Cell Rates (SCR) per Permanent Virtual Circuit (PVC), including:

e.spire Variable-Bit-Rate (VBR) ATM Service Levels

Port Speeds SCR per PVC
2 Mbps .5 Mbps

4 Mbps 1 Mbps

6 Mbps 1.5 Mbps

8 Mbps 2 Mbps

10 Mbps 2.5 Mbps

15 Mbps 4 Mbps

20 Mbps 5 Mbps

30 Mbps 8 Mbps

45 Mbps 12 Mbps




e.spire Constant-Bit-Rate (CBR) ATM Service Levels

e.spire CBR ATM service levels can be dedicated on an individualized basis. Our professional consultants work with you
to design and implement the specific service levels you need to accommodate critical application transmission needs.

: Token-ring

Workstation ’

Data

New York City Warehouse

Video
Conferencing

A AN T YRR

Video Conferencing by
orkstation

Video
Conferencing

Sample e.spire ATM Configuration

Service Example Description: In this example, ATM provides an integrated transport service, using ATM PVCs, to connect
sites from three geographically-dispersed locations. By supporting Token Ring and Ethernet LAN protocols, as wel! as
legacy network connectivity, e.spire ATM provides the quality of service necessary for voice and video conferencing
{delay-sensitive applications) as well as PC-to-PC and PC-to-remote server information transfer (less delay-sensitive).

Highlights Benefits
Network Access: Incrementally scalable high-speed transport for media-rich,
DS3 Port Access; access speeds from data intensive, or delay-sensitive applications.

2Mbps to 45Mbps.

Protocol Transparency: LAN interconnectivity and integration with
Support for multiple technologies {TDM, Frame legacy networks.
Relay, IP, Ethernet, Token ring, JPEG, MPEG-2)
and applications.
Delivers appropriate quality-of-service for delay sensitive
Service Options: applications, such as real-time video conferencing, and
Variable Bit Rate (VBR) and Constant Bit Rate data sensitive applications, such as file transfers.
(CBR) quality of service options.

Network Monitoring: Ensures continual service integrity.

24 by 7 monitoring to the service
demarcation point.

For more information on e.spire ATM, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services, contact e.spire

at 1-888-6espire.
e@re

S



frame relay

e.spire Frame Relay is ideat for “burstable” applications, with bandwidth needs that vary, and for
interconnecting geographically dispersed networks and equipment. Businesses of any size can take
advantage of e.spire Frame Relay for internetworking, abplication sharing, e-mail, fite transfer, PC-to-PC
and PC-to-Server communications, imaging, and multimedia data transmission.

Our internetworking strategy connects e.spire Frame Relay to frame relay networks, of gther key
providers via NNIs (Network-to-Network Interfaces). Therefore, e.spire Frame Relay '\foe\fﬁ
comprehensive solutions to transparently interconnect your local, regional, and national sifes regardless
of their location. Our support of multi-protocol encapsulation makes it easiér to integrate ne\w and
legacy systems. ])\
And since e.spire Frame Relay scales to a variety of port connections and Committed»lnf‘qrp‘iation Rate
(CIR), you have the flexibility to implement point-to-point, star, or fully meshed networks with
potentially significant savings over private leased-line networks.

Service Levels

Our service is engineered for high-speed data transmission across e.spire’s fully redundant ATM
network, which is monitored 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to the point of service demarcation. You
benefit from continual service delivery because, in the event of network failure, we automatically
reroute traffic.

With e.spire Frame Relay, you connect with the speed and service level that is right for your business,
and right for your budget. When you subscribe to the level of service you need to meet normal and
peak traffic loads, e.spire guarantees bandwidth availability and sustained throughput levels at the
Committed Information Rate (CIR). And, when additional network capacity is available, your traffic
“bursts’ above the CIiR, up to the maximum port speed, for even better performance.

Connectivity Options

With our service, you need only one physical connection per site. This connection, or local loop,
connects your customer premise equipment (CPE) such as a router, CSU/DSU, or FRAD, to the e.spire
Frame Relay node. We establish multiple Permanent Virtual Circuits (PVCs) to provide additional logical
connections between ports.




frame relay

The physical connection, or local loop, connects customer premise equipment {(CPE) and the e.spire Frame
Relay node. Physical connection speeds are:

56/64 kbps

1.54 Mbps

The port connection represents the maximum port speed on the e.spire Frame Relay switch. Port speeds
are available at:

56/64 kbps 384 kbps 1024 kbps
128 kbps 512 kbps 1.54 Mbps
256 kbps 768 kbps

The CIR is the guaranteed transmission capacity. Committed Information Rate (CIR) increments include:

0 kbps 128 kbps 512 kbps
32 kbps 256 kbps 768 kbps
56/64 kbps 384 kbps 1024 kbps

This diagram depicts a five-site frame relay network. The headguarters site, in Las Vegas, connects to the
e.spire Frame Relay service at 1.54 Mbps. It is connected to New Orleans, Ft. Worth Site 1, and Baltimore
via Permanent Virtual Circuits (PVCs). While the two Fort Worth sites must communicate with one
another, only Fort Worth Site 1 needs to communicate with headquarters. Legacy Ethernet and Token Ring
LANs are connected to headquarters utilizing existing customer premise equipment (CPE).

For more information on e.spire Frame Relay, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services, contact
e.spire at 1-888-Bespire.

PVC . Token-ring

] yor Ethernet
' 56|°"
’
’

.- PVC
- M N W W N <~ QkbpsCIR

Ba
PVC
0 kbps CIR

56/64 kbps Ethernet

Ethernet

e/spire

S



internet access

e.spire Internet Access services are designed exclusively to address network-based communications needs of
business customers, by providing a reliable means of executing Internet and Intranet strategies.

By taking advantage of our e.spire Internet Access services, you benefit from the speed.and reach of the e.spire
network, the unparalleled expertise of our network engineers, and reliable and econorical. connectivity to the
global Internet. Once connected, you're online with Internet technologies such as email, web access, and file
transfer, and you're inline with improving your business processes and efficiencies.

Network

At e.spire, we've engineered one of the industry’s most extensive high-speed Int‘é‘rri‘etsf, wifh a T3 backbone
reaching over 40 POPs, nationwide. Designed for maximum throughput, availability and-reliability, it is a fully-
redundant, meshed T3 network. Diversely routed backbone T3s are interconnected at the bhyslca&"layer via
sophisticated switching technology. The underlying transport medium is ATM, allowing for fiexibility in both
proactive capacity management, and dynamic re-routing in the event of a failure.

As a Tier 1 Internet Provider, we know that interconnections to the global Internet are an essential aspect of the
engineering of our network. As such, we have established several public and private peering relationships to
ensure robust connectivity to all Internet destinations. We currently exchange traffic with major Internet service
providers at MAE-East, MAE-West, Chicago NAP and Sprint NAP.

Access Services

e.spire offers access to the Internet through frame relay, dedicated lines or ATM, so you can take advantage of
connectivity at the speed and price that's right for you. Access to the Internet is made available through both
leased-line and collocation services.

L I
Speed Network Access
64kbps Frame Relay
128kbps Frame Relay
256kbps Frame Relay
384kbps Frame Relay
512kbps Frame Relay
1.5Mbps (T1) Frame Relay
1.5Mbps (T1) Dedicated
4Mbps ATM
6Mbps ATM
10Mbps ATM
15Mbps ATM
45Mbps ATM




internet access

Customer’s

LEASED LINE CUSTOMER

iwico Leased Line
LAN

It

CUSTOMER PREMISE

e ety

Collocation
Customer

a.5pire:
Nationwicle
Backborie

T Giobal Internet

e.spire INTERNET POP

Leased Line Service

Leased-line service is designed for customers requining Interret access to be extended to their location. You may opt for this
service in order to provide internet connectivity for your corporate network, or 1o provide access from the Internet to web or
public servers which reside on your network.

Collocation Services

Collacation services are for customers requiring the collocation of CPE in an e.spire POP facility. You may choose to collocate
your web or enterprise servers, access-nodes (dial up Internet Access), or other specialized equipment. With this service, you
benefit from your own dedicated equipment, while taking advantage of the redundancy, security, and power backups

engineered into our fault-tolerant telco facilities. Collocation also provides an opportunity to avoid costly telco leased-line
charges.

Service Components
The following components are included with both leased-line and collocation service:

Installation Support — We will provide initial installation support to ensure the smooth implementation of your service. From
ordering the telco circuit, 1o staging and deploying your CPE, and finally the turn up of your service, you'll have the support
and expertise of e.spire’s trained professionals.

Secondary Domain Name Service — Damain Name Servers are necessary to advertise your domain to the global Internet. A
secondary DNS server acts as a backup to the primary DNS server the records are stored on. As part of your standard service,
e.spire provides secondary DNS support.

IP Addresses — An IP address identifies a machine on the Internet. e.spire provides you with sufficient non-portabie 1P
address space for the numbering of your network.

On-going Management — e.spire will provide 24 x 7 network management of your connection to the service demarcation
point.

Service Options

Primary Domain Name Service includes the administration and hosting of your domain’s host records. Customers may choose
{o provide this service on their own, or outsource it to e.spire.

News is @ means by which Internet users around the world can read and post comments on over 20,000 different topics.
e.spire Internet Access custamers can choase to receive a full Usenet newsfeed to a server on their site.

Customer Premise Equipment (CPE) is the equipment necessary to terminate a dedicated Internet Access connection. For the
convenience of our customers, e.spire offers both rental and purchase options for CPE.

For more information on e.spire Internet Access, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services, contact e.spire

at 1-888-6espire.
e@re
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managed frame relay

“Interconnect” Without The Hassles

e.spire Managed Frame Relay services make it easy for small to mid-sized businesses to interconnect central and
remote facilities, locally, regionally or nationally. These services include network design, provisioning, maintenance and
on-going support, so customers can easily share applications, exchange information, transfer files and integrate new and
legacy systems.

e.spire offers two levels of Managed Frame Relay services. e.spire Frame Relay Select off‘ers“a. rich set of services for
managing multi-site networks. e.spire Frame Relay Premier delivers a complete turnkey sorptioh which includes fully
maintained e.spire-supplied CPE. With either approach, customers benefit from the same hﬁgh-pérformance networks,
service level guarantees, and 24 by 7 proactive monitoring and support. Services may-include:

 |nitial network design and consultation

* Complete implementation of telco circuits

* Customer Premise Equipment (CPE) and Frame Relay connectivity

* On-going maintenance and configuration management of CPE

* Management of problem escalation and resolution procedures

¢ On-line access to web-based reports

* Periodic network performance and capacity planning reviews




managed frame relay

NATIONWIDE FRAME RELAY POPs
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At e.spire, we've engineered an extensive coast-to-coast Frame Relay network, interconnecting over 300 points of
presence. The backbone is a fully-"edundant, meshed T3 network, designed for maximum throughput, availability and
reliability. This allows for flexibility in hoth proactive capacity management and dynamic rerouting in the event of a failure.

With e.spire Managed Frame Relay, bandwidth availability and sustained throughput are guaranteed. Since the services
offer a variety of port speeds with mult ple connections to sites within your netwaork, they deliver the flexibility
businesses need to implement or integrate point-to-point, star, or fully meshed networks.

Customize e.spire service with Frame Relay Select or take advantage of Frame Relay Premier for a complete
‘internetworking" solution. Features below highlight offerings for both levels of service.

Select Premier
Spesds ranging from 56Kbps to 1.5Mbps e a
Committed Information Rates {CIR) ranging from 0Kbps to 1.024Mbps e e
ACS| provided C Premise Equip (CPE} optional e*
Engi guided CPE Tele-Installati i e* e
On-going configuration management of CPE e* e*
in-band and out-of-band CPE monitoring e a*
Implementation and testing of telco circuits, frame relay ports and virtual circuits e* a*
24 x 7 proactive sarvice itoring, including CPE e a*
Pertiodic network pert and capacity plaani i e* a*
Trouble ticket and fault isolation procedures initiated and managed to resolution e e*
On-line, web-based reports including implementation status, network availability, e a*
network utilization and trouble ticket summaries
CPE maintenance n/a a*

\ On-site CPE installation optional optional /

The e.spire team is firmly committed to supporting our customers’ “internetworking” needs as their environments evolve.
Additional comprehensive managed services are available for establishing and maintaining global Internet access and

secure Internet/iniranet connectivity. e.spire leverages communications technologies and services so customers can focus
on their core business competencies.

For more information on e.spire Managed Frame Relay, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services, contact

e.spire at 1-888-Bespire.
e@re
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managed internet access

"Internetwork" Without The Work

e.spire Managed Internet Access services make it easy for small to mid-sized busineéses to be “internet
enabled”. By taking advantage of our network design expertise, 24 by 7 network management and proactive
monitoring, you are ensured maximum service reliability, availability and performance.

e.spire offers two levels of Managed Internet Access services to meet varying business needs. They can be optimally
configured to complement in-house expertise. With e.spire Internet Access Select, the core sefyices can be customized
with optional features. e.spire Internet Access Premier delivers a complete single-point-of-contaét turmkey solution. With
either approach, customers benefit from the same high-performance netwaorks, service level guaranteé‘s, and 24 by 7
proactive monitoring and support. Services also include: '

* Initial network design and consultation . ,

¢ Complete implementation of telco circuits, Customer Premise Equipment (CPE) and tnternet cennectivity
¢ On-going maintenance and configuration management of CPE o

* Management of problem escalation and resolution procedures

* On-line access to web-based reports

* Value-added Internet services
¢ Periodic network performance and capacity planning reviews




managed internet access
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At a.spire, we've engineered one of Mie ndustiy's most extensive high-speed Internet networks over a coast-to-coast
ATM backbone. It is a fully-redundant, meshed T3 network, designed for maximum throughput, availability and

reliability. This allows for flexibility in bath proactive canacity management and dynamic re-routing in the event of a
failure.

To ensure connectivity to the global Internet, we have established several public and private peering relationships. We

currently exchange traffic with major Internet Service Providers at MAE-East, MAE-West, the Chicago NAP and the
Sprint NAP.

Customize e.spire service with Internet Access Select or take advantage of Internet Access Premier for a complete
“internetworking” solution. Features below highlight offerings for both levels of service.

Select Premier

Speeds ranging from 56Kbps to 45Mbps e* e
ACSI-provided C Premise Equip {CPE) optional ar
Engineer-guided CPE Tele-Installation assistance e* e
On-going configuration management of CPE e* e
in-band and out-of-band CPE monitoring e* e
Implementation and testing of telco circuits e* e*
24x 7 p ive service itoring, including CPE e* a-
Periodic capacity planning e e
Troubla ticket and fault isolation procedures initiated and managed to reselution o e
On-line, web-based reports including implementation status, network availability, e* e

network utilization and trouble ticket summaries
CPE maintenance

nja e
Domain name registration and server support optional a
Usenet newsfead optional e

Packet filtering optional e
\Dn-she CPE instaliation optional uptionnlj

The e.spire team is firmly committed to supporting our customers’ “internetworking” needs as their environments
evolve. Additional comprehensive managed services are available for establishing and maintaining global Internet access

and secure [nternet/Intranet connectivity. e.spire leverages communications technologies and services so customers can
focus on their core business competencies.

For more information on e.spire Managed Internet Access, or any of our other voice, data or Internet services,
contact e.spire at 1-888-6espire.

e @re



security services

With e.spire Security Services, you have a wide array, of protective Internet solu(ions at your
disposal. Each offering is designed to unleash the full pmenual of Internet- based chmumcatlons
and electronic commerce, without jeopardizing the integrity of your information. Whether you will
benefit most from standard commercially available firewall sO!utlons custom conftgur\attons or
fully managed and monitored security implementations, the e.spire team is equipped tq put the
right solution in place for you.

Network Firewalls e 4

e.spire security experts focus on the forefront of network security technologles ln order to help
customers meet particular data protection reguirements, we continually evaluate many firewall
platforms. After assessing where security may be potentially vuinerable, and the degree to which
the different platforms can protect customers from the associated risks, we select renowned
products and make them available through resale. You benefit from our industry research, from
“implementation-appropriate” product options, and from a single point of contact for all e.spire
support services.

Security Consulting Services

When you take advantage of our security consulting services, the e.spire team is your resource
for the implementation and integration of security services into your corporate network. Services
include:

* Network security assessments
® Security policy development assistance
* Network firewall configuration and implementation

The integrity of your internal systems is ensured, proprietary information is protected, and
corporate data is accessible.

Each of the e.spire Security Services is designed to deliver just the level of security protection you
need, so you can expand market reach, improve communications with employees, customers,
suppliers and partners, and secure online transaction environments. With e.spire, we make data
to the point easy, and safe.




